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Functional Vision Evaluation  
for Students with Multiple Disabilities  

 

Student’s Name:         DOB:     
School:     Grade:   Teacher(s):      
              
Estimated Distance Acuity:   OS   OD   OU   
Estimated Near Acuity:   OS   OD   OU 
Visual Diagnosis:              
TVI Evaluator:       Dates of Evaluation:       
 
BACKGROUND INFORMATION: 
Current classroom placement or area student receives services      
 
Ophthalmologist/Optometrist:     Practice:     
Date of most recent Eye Report:     
 
Eye Condition, Etiology, History, and Description:        
             
             
             
              
             
             
             
              
 

Glasses Prescribed? Yes □ No □ If yes, purpose:        

Does the student wear/tolerate the glasses? Yes □ No □       

 
Prognosis:              
              
 
Current Prescriptions:            
              
 

Other Medical Diagnosis:    Yes □ No □ If yes, describe:     

             
             
              
 
Current services/therapies student receives        
             
             
              
 
Previous Low Vision Evaluation Results/Recommendations:     
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Why is the FVE being conducted?          
             
              
 
FUNCTIONAL VISION OBSERVATIONS: 
 

Environment:  □ familiar or □unfamiliar (Make every effort to observe in familiar and natural 

environment) 
 
Location (s):            
             
              
 
Lighting (overhead, natural, glare, task):        
             
             
              
 
Activities Observed (Pay attention to the following: positioning, moving throughout room, response to 
being moved, avoiding obstacles, surface changes, attending to peers, interactions with materials, 
response to distance sounds/lights/materials, shifting gaze between people/information, behaviors, 
lighting changes, distractibility, etc.): 
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EXTERNAL OCULAR STATUS 
 
Appearance/health of the eyes (e.g. crusty, red, sunken, size, shape, etc):    
             
             
              
 
Vision Behaviors Observed (eye pressing, hand flapping, straining, squinting, staring at lights, 
etc.):              
             
             
              
 

Was Nystagmus present?        □ yes □ no Null Point?:      

              
 
Pupil reflex (Do pupils constrict to light?)         
 
Blink reflex (Does the student blink to threat?)        
 

Eye Preference (looking through kaleidoscope or monocular):  □ right eye □ left eye   

              

 
Alignment/Eye Balance: 
 
          Right Eye             Left Eye 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Eccentric Viewing? (Note if the student tilts head when viewing information in central visual 
field):             
             
              
 
OCULOMOTOR BEHAVIORS:   
 
Fixation:  
Fixation is the observed ability to direct a gaze and hold an object steadily in view. It is a foundation skill 
for all oculomotor behaviors. Indicate if the student will only attend to items of a particular color, items that 
are reflective or have lights or will only visually fix on items when they are paired with movement or sound 
or when provided extended time.  

             
             
              
Visual Responsiveness 
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If the student is unable to establish a visual fix, assess their overall visual responsiveness and perception 
before continuing assessment of Oculomotor behaviors.  

 

Light perception: □ yes □no Observations:        

             

Light projection: □ yes □no Observations:        

             

Shadow and form perception: □ yes □no Observations:      

             

Detection of Motion: □ yes □no Observations:       

             
 
Tracking:   
Tracking is the observed systematic use of the eyes to follow an object.  Tracking skills are also required 
to follow a moving object. Note if the student is able to cross midline. Difficulties could indicate the need 
for additional safety considerations in gym and on the playground and basic traffic safety.  

 
 
 
       
 

Student’s right  side      Student’s left side 
 
 
 
             
             
              
 

Was nystagmus present when tracking? □ yes □no If yes, in what direction(s)?     

 
Shift of Gaze:  
Shift of gaze is the ability to visually fix on an object, shift to another object, and then return. Parallel shift 
of gaze is needed for choice making to view all options and make a selection. Non-parallel shift of gaze is 
needed to view choices and then look at the teacher/presenter or board. 

 

Parallel shift of gaze? □ yes □no Observations:        

             
              
 

Non-parallel shift of gaze? □ yes □no Observations:       

             
              
  
Visual Scanning:   
To visually scan is to visually search in a systematic pattern such as looking on different planes (high, 
middle, low), to find objects or to avoid obstacles. Hide objects throughout the room for the student to 
locate. Place the objects on different planes for distance scanning. For near scanning, use I Spy books, 
file folder activities, tablet device, etc.  
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Near Scanning:            
             
              
 
Distance Scanning:           
             
              
 
ACUITIES & FIELDS 
 
Visual Field:  
The visual field is the entire area of vision that can be seen without shifting the eyes or moving the head.  
If the student has a visual field loss, it is important to position materials in the student’s visual field for 
optimal viewing and to encourage interaction.  

 
    Right eye  Left eye 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
             
              
             
              
             
              
 
Near Visual Acuity:   
Near vision is the ability to perceive objects at a near distance usually measured at 14 to 16 inches or 
within arm’s reach. Use objects that vary in size. Make recommendations on the optimal object size to 
use with the student. If the student has difficulty accessing information at near, consider recommending a 
low vision evaluation, if the student would be able to participate in such an evaluation, to ensure they 
have the best optics in place. Indicate if the student required movement or sound to demonstrate 
awareness of materials presented. Additionally, note if the student needed extended time to attend. 
 

Size of 
Object 

Working 
Distance 

Approximate Acuity 
Comparison 

Comments 

    

    

    

    

    

 
Current near vision functioning and strategies students and/or teacher’s use: 
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Distance Visual Acuity:   
Distance vision is the ability to perceive objects at a distance usually measured at distances beyond 5 
feet.  If the student has difficulty detecting and/or discriminating information at a distance, recommend 
preferential seating (positioned close to the area of instruction).  

 
Size of 
Object 

Distance Approximate 
Acuity 

Comparison 

Comments 

    

    

    

    

    

    
 

Strategies student uses to access information at a distance: 
             
             
             
              
              
 
OTHER VISION SKILLS 
 
Color Vision:   
Color perception is a determination of a person’s ability to perceive colors and shades of colors. 
Depending on the student’s abilities, see if the student is able to match or group like colored toys/objects. 
Indicate if the student appears to have a color preference and only appears to visually attend to particular 
colors.  

             
             
             
              
 
Contrast, Lighting, & Glare:   
Contrast is the difference between foreground and background in terms of color or shading which enables 
items to be seen well.  Many students with multiple disabilities will need high contrast as well as good 
lighting or high contrast between dark and light in order to demonstrate visual awareness or attention.  
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Depth Perception:   
Note if the student over, under or side reaches for materials or has difficulty with surface changes. 
Recommend adaptations if the student demonstrates difficulty. 

             
             
             
             
              
 
Visual Clutter & Complexity   
Note if the student is able to locate requested materials from a cluttered surface or items within a complex 
picture. If student has a transparent wheelchair tray, consider covering the underside of the tray with a 
solid color mat to provide contrast and reduce visual clutter.  Observe student’s ability at near, distance 
and when moving through environment.  

             
             
             
             
              
 
Visual Motor Skills (fine and gross motor)   
Visual motor skills are the skills needed to coordinate eyes and hands. Note how the student performs a 
variety of visual motor activities. Note if the student is more successful when space is defined or bold 
contrast is provided. 

             
             
             
             
             
              
 
Visual Discrimination & Recognition  
Visual discrimination is the ability to recognize details in visual images. It allows students to identify and 
recognize the likeness and differences of shapes/forms, colors and position of objects, people, and 
printed materials.  Indicate student’s ability to identify, match, sort and classify objects and pictures. 
Indicate if the student uses a picture or object communication board or system and if the student is 
successful in using it. 
              

             
             
             
              
 
ADDITIONAL NOTES 
             
             
             
             
             
              


