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Name of School System 
Name, Teacher of the Visually Impaired 

Work Address 
P:xxx-xxx-xxxx ext. ___ 

F: xxx-xxx-xxxx 

email address 
 
 

Functional Vision Evaluation 
& Learning Media Assessment 

 
Name:         DOB:   
Visual Diagnosis: retinopathy of prematurity, glaucoma 
Estimated Acuity:  Functions at the Definition of Blindness 
Evaluator:     
Dates of Evaluation:   
 
Medical Information: 
******** is a 12 year old boy who attends the Severe Intellectual Disability classroom at _____.  
******** has a medical diagnosis of cerebral palsy and has a history of seizures, and significant 
developmental delays.  He is non-ambulatory and currently is transported at school with an adapted 
stroller. He receives his ophthalmologic care from Dr. _____at the _____in _____. His most recent eye 
report on file at the school is dated _____.  The eye report states that at this exam, it was not possible to 
evaluate his vision with formal methods and his vision is decreased and he functions at the definition of 
blindness.  He noted that ******** has a visual diagnosis of Retinopathy of Prematurity as well as 
glaucoma. 
 
Retinopathy of Prematurity is a disease that occurs in premature babies. It causes abnormal blood 
vessels to grow in the retina, the layer of nerve tissue in the eye that enables us to see. This growth can 
cause the retina to detach from the back of the eye, leading to blindness.  
 
Glaucoma is a condition that causes damage to the eye’s optic nerve and is progressive. If damage to the 
optic nerve from high eye pressure continues, glaucoma will cause permanent loss of vision. Without 
treatment, it can cause total permanent blindness.    
 
******** receives occupational, physical and speech therapies. This Functional Vision Evaluation is 
being conducted as part of ********’s initial referral with the school system as he has been receiving 
private services. 
 
The purposes of conducting a Functional Vision Assessment and Learning Media Assessment is to 
supplement the results of the clinical eye exam with descriptions of ********’s observable behaviors 
that may relate to vision; identify his range of visual function; and identify priorities and strategies for 
intervention.  The Functional Vision Assessment provides information that will assist in developing 
interventions and strategies, such as environmental adaptations and sensory motivators that will 
enhance ********’s use of vision for educational activities. 
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Functional Vision Observations: 
******** was observed on three separate occasions and positioned in his adapted stroller and on the 
floor. Observations and assessment took place in his new school campus as ******** entered ______ 
on ______.  Lighting in all environments came from overhead fluorescent lights as well as light from 
windows. Throughout the observations, ******** was alert and responsive.  ******** is nonverbal but 
is vocal. He was observed to consistently respond to sounds by smiling or vocalizing. He does not 
currently have a communication system and traditional methods of assessment were not used as 
******** elicited minimal visual behaviors.  
 
Appearance of Eyes:  
******** tended to keep his eyes in an upgaze but roving eye movements were observed throughout 
the observation. His eyes were a little red and crusty. His right eye has significant clouding and it was 
difficult to see a pupil. Only small pinhole size pupils could be detected in ********’s eyes.   
 
Visual Behaviors:  
******** did not demonstrate a blink reflex and did not respond to a visual threat. Additionally, he did 
not blink when the overhead lights were turned on/off or when a flashlight was directed toward his face 
in a darkened room. He did, however, become still and lean in when the iPad was presented. He reached 
toward the iPad that was presented without sound indicating that he does have some level of light 
perception. ******** was only observed to possibly show visual awareness when there were stark 
differences between light and dark backgrounds of apps and the light was at a near distance of less than 
12”. He would not respond to the ipad or other light source when the lights were on. He appears to use 
his vision to reach toward the iPad when the lights were off and an app with high contrast was 
presented. ******** has difficulty with motor control and required extended time to coordinate his 
movements to reach toward and activate the iPad. He would then use a raking motion with his fingers to 
activate the iPad and giggled at the silly noises. He also giggled at the laughing of a switch activated 
monkey. ******** listens to people and sound producing items and responds by vocalizing. ******** 
did not demonstrate visual awareness of reflective or non-illuminated items presented within near 
distance. He only interacted with the iPad apps. 
 
Visual Field:  
The visual field is the entire area of vision that can be seen without shifting the eyes or moving the head.  
******** responded best to the iPad when it was presented in his central visual field.  ******** 
appears to have a central visual field preference if any.  Proper positioning is an important of a factor in 
helping ******** possibly view information. 
 
Learning Media: 
******** is an auditory learner and uses his touch as secondary mode to what is heard.  He enjoys 
listening to music and enjoys toys that make sound.  ******** has minimal visual responses but showed 
some signs that he may have light perception. He does not tactually explore his surroundings and has 
very limited gross and fine motor control.  ******** responds to tactile sensations and opens hands to 
touch materials that are at near and make contact with the front of his body.  
  
Summary  
********’s minimal visual response is a result of retinopathy of prematurity and glaucoma. He is an 
auditory learner and responds to sound producing materials as well as conversations.  ******** is 
motivated when noise producing toys or music sources are presented and activated. He is motivated to 
look toward bright lights in a darkened room at near distances. Although auditory is his primary learning 
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media, he demonstrates great motivation to participate with a backlit tablet in a darkened room. 
Activities that encourage ******** to use his remaining vision should be incorporated into his day but 
he will learn best through auditory means. Provide ******** with a variety of tactual and auditory 
experiences throughout the day to ensure variety of experiences. Encourage ******** to localize and 
reach out to illuminated materials presented in a darkened area. With repeated integration, he may 
become more aware of his environment and motivated to interact with it.  
 
Eligibility: 
******** meets the eligibility criteria for services for his visual impairment as defined by the state of 
____.  This decision is based upon the results of the ophthalmologist’s evaluation and this functional 
vision evaluation.  It is recommended that ********’s teachers and therapists receive regular 
consultation and support from a Teacher of the Visually Impaired for the purpose of interpreting 
********’s use of vision and providing strategies to help minimize the negative impact of his visual 
impairment.   
 
Recommendations: 
General: 

 Please provide the school with any new copies of ********’s eye reports  
 
Visual Functioning 

 Be aware that ********’s visual functioning may differ from one time to another or from one 
environment to another.  Differences in visual functioning are due to a variety of factors, such as 
********’s physical state, the particular materials used, and how those materials are presented. 

 
Visual Attention 

 ******** needs extended time to visually respond to lighted materials in a darkened room. 

 Provide ******** with a verbal prompt prior to touching him or moving him so he can anticipate 
changes or activities.  

 
Environmental Adaptations 

 Keep in mind that ********’s visual world is extremely limited.  As ******** is not independently 
mobile at this time, he needs the world to be brought closer to him.  Provide materials for ******** 
to touch and during down times that will provide him with opportunities to interact with materials 
of various textures. 
 

Positioning 

 Position ******** to facilitate the best visual response.  ******** needs to have good head, neck, 
and trunk position when visual attention is desired.   

 
Promote use of other senses 

 Provide ******** with a variety of tactual and auditory experiences throughout the day to add 
variety to his interactions.  

 ******** should be encouraged to interact with and explore a variety of textures and materials. 
 

Name 
Teacher of the Visually Impaired 
Date 


